Changing Michigan’s School Entrance Date - Here’s the Truth

It's time for chiidren to be at least 5 years of age In Michigan when they began their 13 year, formal
school education. it’s right for our chiidren and right for Michigan.

There will always be the youngest in the class - True, but when the school entrance date is changed the

youngest will then be older and more developmentally ready to meet the demands of the kindergarten
curriculum and the rest of the student’s educational years. Months in a child’s life are significant in overall
development and maturity.

Parents want to get their children in school - The bill contains an early entrance evaluation clause that

allows for flexibility. However, when parents fully understand the advantages their child will have as a
result of waiting, some will change their position on the issue. They need to know that many parents
already appreciate the benefits of giving children the extra time to grow and develop, especially in view of
the stamina needed to cope with or participate in the many activities available to students. Today, a
resume of more than academic requirements is often necessary in higher education applications.

Parents can already hold children out - True, but many, many parents are not educated enough about the
advantages of giving their child that extra developmental time and therefore don't think about how such a

decision impacts the rest of the child’s life. They are only thinking the child needs to be in school - the law
says he/she can go to school, they are eager to think about their child beginning school or they may think
they have failed if they're told their child isn't ready to start the formal 13 educational years. They don't
realize that their child will be competing (in both the academic arenas and extra curricular arenas) with
children whose parents have held their children out. This is much more evident as the children progress
into grades beyond kindergarten. No doubt, there are many top students, who, if they had November,
October, September. and even July and August birthdays that were held out, so that they would be
developmentally ready in a “total way” to prepare them for success!

What about children who are out there that “need” to be in school? As long as there is a cut-off date,

there will be children affected by that date, and we won't always know who they are. It's important to be
concerned about the environment a child is in previous to school entrance. However, we must also be
just as concerned with what takes place in the educational environment for the 13 years that follow school
entry. Making sure we do everything possible to set children up for success while maintalning
high standards should be a priority. A change In the school entrance date should enhance those
possibliities. Alternative programs, such as Head Start, possibly some public and private early
childhood programs, including young fives programs, can be a part of the answer for the concern about
younger children needing to be in school.

Will this affect many students? Unless a school district has a Developmental or Young Fives
Kindergarten program, there are probably at least 4 or so students per classroom in each grade in a
school building that are overplaced because they fit the young-age category. Many of these students are
struggling or just getting by. If retention is a consideration, generally it is not acceptable to most parents,
A common comment by parents to retention is, “I wish we would have held our child out a year, but we're
not going to retain our child now.” Even if these younger children are just getting by academically, they
can still be feeling frustration or struggling in other developmental areas (social, emotional, physical/motor
skills). These symptoms are readily identified by experienced educators. Just getting by or struggling
(which persists throughout their school years) is not what we want for the children of Michigan.

We need to change the curriculum - Developmentally appropriate curriculum is definitely important.
However, with continued implementation of state mandated testing and national goals, curriculum is still,
going through a “push down” phase. We should be concerned about curriculum “push down” and
concerned that we are not expecting from a particular age group that which they are not developmentally
ready to handle. Changing the school entrance date would provide children with more developmental
time, thereby increasing their readiness for formal education.




Put these children in school for a longer period of time per day - Although a longer school day and year

may be on the educational horizon, we need to remember that developmentally appropriate curriculum
needs to be a key component in any education change. Please consider the following: if you tried all
day, everyday, to make an 8 month old walk, that child would be come frustrated, the adult would become
frustrated and it would be a struggling situation. However, if one waits until the child is developmentally
ready (along with appropriate nurturing) that child will have a positive, successful physical growth
experience on which to continue his/her growth and development. The same holds true for other aspects
of child development - cognitive, social, and emotional. This doesn’t mean there shouldn't be programs
for younger children, but they must be designed for the developmental level of those children. Often such
programs should focus on play and being exposed to literature and conversation that will support them on
the road to becoming good readers and support their readiness to tackle a formal educational setting.
Kind of sounds like what kindergarten used to be so many years ago.

For those who think it won't make much difference - This is an issue to give more children the opportunity

to have a successful encounter with their education which will directly relate to their success in life and
their productivity. Therefore, it is also cost effective. These children will be less likely to be retained in a
grade or be misdiagnosed as needing special education or remediation. Thus it will mean more effective
use of educator time in the instruction of students who are developmentally ready for grade; it might also
have an affect on class size.

Reality - If you asked people who have the information about children being older when those children
begin their formal education, most people would tell us how this Issue all makes for good common
sense. For those who aren't sure about the issue, | would ask them, “Would they want their child to have
the advantages to be more developmentally ready to face the rest of his/her life?” Remember, a few
months In a chiid’s life makes a significant difference in what that chiid is ready to do. | would
venture to say that most parents want the best for their children. Unfortunately, many don't understand
how their child’s developmental level is a key to life’s success. lt's almost as if educated and/or maybe
more affluent parents have a secret about child development and the keys to success. This is great that
parents realize how important total developmental readiness is for success in school and in life. We
should be pleased that there are such informed parents or we would have more children in educational
jeopardy. So if we change the school entrance date, children who aren't so lucky to have had parents
who have “the secret,” they will now be able to at least have a more level playing field on which to use
their skills to attain educational and personal success. This change can close some of the gap between
the “haves” and "have nots” in our society and impact the success and productivity of our citizens.
Although other educational changes may need to be made, changing the school entrance date can be a
springboard for what can happen in the near future. As individuals who understand the developmental
processes, we can insure that more of Michigan's children will be successful by supporting
Representative Franz's House of Representative Bills for a change in Michigan’s school entrance date.
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See attached list of research/literature supporting developmental readiness




Research/Literature with regérd to the Importance of Child Development

What Am | Doing in this'Grade? Dr. Louise Bates Ames

What A Difference a Day Makes - _Carolyn Davidson, at the time of the writing was
a School Psychologist in Indiana

You Can’t Fool Mother Nature and You Can’t Push Her Either, Carolyn Davidson
article from the Indiana State School Board Journal

Academic Redshirting: The Gift of Time for Developmentally Unready Kindergarteners,
Susan K. Hobson, Indiana University, presently a school principal in Indiana

Real Facts from Real Schools, Dr. James Uphoff, Wright State University

Summer Children - Ready or Not for School, Dr. James Uphoff, June Gilmore, Rosemarie
Huber '

The Rape of Childhood, June Gilmore, Psychologist

Developmental Education in the 1990’s, Jim Grant, Executive Director of the
Society for Developmental Education

| Hate School, Jim Grant
Jim Grant's Book of Parent Pages with contributions by various educators with titles ~ such

as Ready for School? More Than Intelligence Goes to School, Seven Secrets to School
Success, Jim Grant. Accepting the Readiness Idea, Linda D. Pass

The Hurried Child, David Elkind
Better Late Than Early, Raymond S. Moore

Outliers, The Story of Success, references research that concludes the influence of cut-off
dates as those dates relate to success. Malcolm Gladwell

The Tipping Point, How Little Things Can Make a Big Difference, Malcolm Gladwell

Michigan State University News article, Nearly 1 million children potentially
misdiagnosed with ADHD - research done by Todd Elder from the Dept. of Economics.

To be published in the Journal of Health Economics. Similar studies at NCSU, Notre Dame and
U of Minn. arrived at similar conclusions.

Delaying Kindergarten, Effects on Test Scores and Childcare Costs, Pardee Rand
Graduate School

Annual Growth For All Students, Catch-Up Growth For Those Who Are Behind, Lynn
Fielding, Nancy Kerr, Paul Rosier

Kindergrind found in Time Magazine of November 8, 1999

The New First Grade: Too Much Too Soon? Time Magazine of September 11, 2006




Research/Literature with regard to the Importance of Chiid Development

NBA Developmental League came about to give those headed to the pros more

time to mature overall
NFL requires players to be out of high school three years before entering the draft

Youth Baseball cut-off date changed from July to April

Change in School Entrance Date In other states such as California; California is phasing
in a move to September 1.

Prevalence of many states to have an earlier cut off date for school entrance
School Entrance Dates of Private Schools - Detroit Country Day, Cranbrook, and
Emerson (in Ann Arbor) all use September 1 as well as Sidwell Friends in Washington

D. C. where previous Presidents’ children have attended and our present President’s
children attend.

Numerous conversations with parents, educators including reading specialists, authors
etc. regarding changing the school entrance date '

Additional Bibliography/Notes for school entrance date change

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-18560_162-57390128/
redshirting-holding-kids-back

Grand Blanc View article of March, 2012 - When'’s the
Right Time for Children to Start School?

Healy, Jane M., PH.D, Your Child’s Growing Mind
Attention to pages 58-59 What'’s the Hurry?




Summer Follow Up on School Entrance Date

It has been several months since | testified in the Senate Education Committee for
support for changing Michigan’s School Entrance Date. | continue to stay updated on
what is happening in education, particularly on the school entrance date issue.

It is my understanding that former Governor Jeb Bush recently brought some ideas to
Michigan. His state of Florida has a Sept. 1 school entrance cut off date.

Also, | understand that Indiana’s State Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Bennett,
spoke to the Education Committee. Indiana had September 1 as a cut off date and a
few years ago changed it to August 1 with a type of waiver system. Indiana code

20-33-2-7.

Additionally, 1 would ask to you note again that private schools such as Detroit Country
Day, Cranbrook School and Emerson (in Ann Arbor) all have a cut off date of
September 1. | have even had conversations with some of the private school people
that think it could be even earlier than Sept. 1. The state of Missouri uses July 1.

And lets remember how “sports gets it”: youth baseball moved it’s cut off date from

July to April, the NBA now has a Developmental League and the NFL has a 3 year out
of high school restriction before entering the draft. Overall developmental maturity is
the driving factor behind such decisions, and we should apply that to education as well.

Over the time that has elapsed, | have continued to talk with people about children
being age 5 by the time that school begins. | have met, quite by coincidence, people
that feel that being 4 is way too young to be placed in regular kindergarten and that see
the value of changing the age to 5. They agree that it isn’t just about kindergarten
but about the entire educational journey of the student.

Here are some examples of what people that | had never met before told me:

A gentleman who was one of the first Head Start Students back in the 1960s
said he fully supports changing the age. He is active with Boy Scouts and has a
technical career. His wife teaches at a university; she too understands about the age

and without question supports the bill.

A woman overheard my conversation with someone else and politely said she
couldn't help overhearing our conversation and she totally agrees. They are from down
state. Her mother is a retired teacher who now volunteers in an inner city school.
Incidentally, this woman's children go to Cranbrook School which as you may recall
uses a September 1 cut off date for school entrance.




Another incidental conversation was with a teacher whose son started at 4 (Nov.
birthday) in Michigan. They were back visiting her parents and she told me that when
they moved to Maryland, they put him back a grade because he was so young for
grade. As | recall, by that time the child was in about 4th grade, and the mother said no
regrets about it. Maryland’s date is September 1. :

It's admirable that the committee is listening to and evaluating various ideas as there
are many pieces to solving Michigan’s education dilemma. It was quite obvious to me
when | testified that the Senate Education Committee is very concerned about doing
what is in the best interest of Michigan’s children.

| would urge you to bring the school entrance date issue to the “front burner” so that
Michigan’s school children have an increased opportunity to perform on a more level
playing field.

Sincerely,
(Mrs.) Joan Antle
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More Than Intelligence Goes to School




